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NOTE—Rev. Fred has been on vacation and will be back at Hillcrest on June 3. Below is a “Best of” from June
2016.
I WANT TO HOLD YOUR HAND

As many of you know, Kerstin and I spent a couple of weeks back East in May, including some time in Quebec
City. The Cathedral in Quebec City holds one of only eight Holy Doors in the world and the only one in the
Americas. What’s a holy door? These are special doors opened only during formally proclaimed (by the Pope)
Jubilee years which, depending on circumstances, usually occur only two to four times a century. Since this is a
Jubilee year and since we were there, of course we walked through the holy door.
Among the many things I appreciate about Quebec’s holy door is this: as you approach the door you encounter a
raised portrait of Jesus whose hand is where you’d expect a door knob to be. In order to enter, you literally have
to hold Jesus’ hand. What’s more, you have to push.
We think, and rightly so (!), of Jesus as the good shepherd who calls us and leads us on. And yet in that famous
good shepherd chapter in the Gospel of John chapter 10, Jesus also says of himself: “I am the door.” I think that
Quebec’s holy door gets something very right—Jesus reaches out his hand and invites, even demands, that we
give a push. Without that push from me, after all, the holy door would have remained closed. Once I gave it a
push, I entered into a peaceful, meaningful, holy place.
The invitation is to listen to and speak with God and then to enter back into the hurly-burly of life having passed
through the holy door. And so Jesus says and continues to say to all of us all the time, whether we’re in Quebec
City or Pleasant Hill, whether we’re running to get to the next appointment in our busy lives or lying in bed: “I
am the door…those who go in and out will find pasture” (John 10:9). You bet I want to hold Jesus’ hand! And I
want to push on it and experience all that I experience through the door of the love and the wisdom and saving
grace of Jesus.
Thank God for Jesus. Thank God for hands to hold. Thank God for the Holy Door of Jesus’ love and wisdom and
grace through which to enter each and every day of our lives.
Blessings,

Rev. Fred
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SAVE THE DATE!

Hillcrest’s 38th Annual Grube-Smith Memorial Steak Dinner

Note your calendar on Saturday evening, June 8th, for the 38th Annual
Grube-Smith Memorial Steak
Dinner at Hillcrest. The time is 5:30 p.m. for punch; dinner is served at
6:00 p.m. The cost is $30 again this year with ages 5 – 12 at $15. The
much-loved grilled tri-tips return (or, if you prefer, huge marinated mushrooms) and each dinner will include a complimentary raffle ticket.
The traditional menu is grilled tri-tip steak, grilled portabella mushroom,
or chicken, plus corn on the cob, green salad, watermelon, French bread,
a special dessert and coffee/tea/punch to drink along with wine glasses to
rent for additional beverage options.
The entertainment is Hillcrest’s famous raffle plus the live auction
(including the coveted reserved parking.
Dinner reservations are essential! You can make a reservation any Sunday after church services beginning May 5th, by calling the church office
(689-8260) or e-mailing hillcrestucc@att.net .
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ADULT EDUCATION
Sundays 9:30 – 10:15 in Fellowship Hall
Come June 9 for our final session of this program year. We’ll discuss This Rabbi on the Rabbi
further, and plans for next program year, beginning September 8 (which will include an exciting
new video series, ProFuture Faith: The Prodigal Species Comes Home).
Come for the learning, the discussion, the fellowship, and the fun. Every session is wonderful and
different, and every session is better with you.

News from Christian Ed.
I can't believe it's June already. It's been a fun year with the kids in Christian Ed.
We learned a lot this year and had some fun. This school year, we focused on the life of
Jesus, his birth, his death and resurrection and his teachings. We will be concluding that
saga in our last few weeks of Sunday School before moving to our summer schedule.
Don't miss it!
Our church cleanup this month was a massive success for us. Not only is the classroom
looking better than it ever has but we inventoried the supplies and found some old learning tools that I have been having fun adapting to new lessons. In the past several weeks,
kids have acted out scenes from the bible with miniature figurines while listening to the
story.
We have some exciting events coming up this summer. The biggest, of course, is Hillcrest's Kidz camp, which will take place in the last week of July. Spaces are filling up,
so if you have an elementary or middle schooler in your life who you think would enjoy
our program, send them our way before it's too late.
We are also looking forward to our traditional fourth of July parade. Bring your families
and your pets, it's always a blast!
David Kuechle,
Pastoral Associate
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Moderator Report—June 2019
At the June 30 Annual Meeting I will step down as your Moderator after two years. I have to admit I’m a little relieved to
come to the end of my term AND I would not have traded these last two years for anything!!
I took this job because I believed in the future of Hillcrest and that belief and sense of hope has increased! From vital and
energetic Worship Services, to engagement of new kids each year from Kidz Camp, to our Outreach and Social Justice
programs—I’m proud of what Hillcrest has to offer! Now, let’s get the word out!!
This year at the Annual Meeting you will see an amendment to the Bylaws to create a ‘Communications and Promotion
Committee’ that will focus on sharing who we are and what we offer in a variety of ways. An enthusiastic group has already started meeting and generating ideas!
I also want to update you on our Endowment Fund, which you may hear more about at the Annual Meeting. As was announced at the last Congregational Meeting, Hope Dick generously gifted the Hillcrest Endowment Fund with over
$800,000 when she passed away. This raised our Endowment Fund principal from approximately $500,000 to approximately $1.2M. And, the Fund has continued to receive donations.
Although we do not ever touch the principal, a percentage of the Retained Earnings and gains can be made available upon
approval of Council and the Endowment Committee, and the Congregation.
Presently, a certain amount is being used to cover building and grounds maintenance, property taxes and licenses, property
insurance and custodial services, all as approved by the Congregation ($20,973 in 2018). By policy, the balance of available funds can be used either to maintain the church building and grounds or for approved non-recurring projects not otherwise supported by the church’s General Fund, as long as we remain within guidelines.
To address this significant increase in the Fund, several actions have been or will be taken:
Rob Duysen, chair of the Endowment Committee, held two meetings with the Endowment Committee, Trustees, Moderators, Minister and several others to educate us about the fund and generally discuss how we can prudently manage these new resources and potentially use a portion of the Retained Earnings and gains generated from it. A
third meeting was held with a smaller group to see what changes might be made to the policies of the Fund to
maximize its potential to help fund Hillcrest’s needs, programs, and mission. This group is preparing final recommendations to bring to the Council and, ultimately, the Congregation.
The Council will meet for a planning session in early June to set priorities and 1-3 year goals for Hillcrest. The results
of this planning session will be shared at the June 30 Annual Meeting.
The Board of Trustees will be establishing a priority list of major and minor building repairs in order that we can address the issues associated with our aging facility before they become emergencies.
Well, this report is longer than I intended but I hope I have piqued your interest enough to attend the Annual Meeting on
June 30!
It’s been my great pleasure and privilege to be…
Your Moderator,
Cindy Durant

Hillcrest Annual Meeting
Sunday, June 23rd after the Worship Service
The Agenda and any associated materials will be
available in the Narthex the Sunday before the
meeting.

4

Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS

June 2019

Reminder: June 16th
Worship
Service Time change
to 10 a.m.
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IN THE HILLCREST SPOTLIGHT
CONCERNS
Carol Albright
Maureen Alison
Ryan Anderson
Stephen Baker
Web Beadle
Lynne Beller
Mitsuka Bude
Bob Cameron
Debra Cass
Kylie Chen
Cara Clark
Joy Davis
Nancy Hammill
Eldon Harwood
Grant Hawkes
Scarlett Henley
Vicki Hernandez
Norm Inkster
Soonhee Kim
Charley Lamb
Frank Laemmlen
Alix Sahlin
Dana Sparks
Jeanne Walker
Shirley May
Dennis Sasaki

We remember friends and
members in residential and
continual care:
Marilyn Finson
Betty MacKenzie
Mary Rinehart
Betty Soreide

**Please help us keep these lists
updated. If you do not see a name
you expected to see, or an event
that you would like us to post, let
us know. please contact us at the
Church office.

PG&E Energy
Conservation Program
PG&E is sponsoring a program
for seniors to reduce their energy
usage and cost. Find below the
name and number of the person
to set up an appointment to
come to your home to assess your
needs. There is no cost to the
homeowner.
A crew will then come to and
replace light bulbs with LED
lights, weather strip doors, blanket hot water heater, insulate
attic or crawl spaces and insulate
any incoming air spaces. “It is
a wonderful program!” says one
of our members.
Contact Bridget LaDay
510-421-0810

HOSPITALIZED

Kathy’s
Retirement Pot Luck
Brunch
is June 9th after
service
in Fellowship HallPlease bring a
“Brunch” Menu itemfor 6.
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LET’S HAVE A PARADE
Hillcrest Congregational Church will be an entrant
in the July 4th, Pleasant Hill Parade. This will be our
9th year and each year more of you come to join in
the festivities.
In the past, marching in the Hillcrest group have
been Children in red wagons and on their bikes; pets
on leashes; young, middle aged, and “more seasoned” adults in their cars or walking along; Rev.
Fred on foot—usually talking too much, and having
to run to catch up with us. We have had special, historical vehicles.
We pass out candy and other treats. We pass out a
beautiful flyer which tells about our mission and
ministries, our summer Kidz Camp, and affirms our
commitment to “whoever you are, wherever you are
on life’s journey, you are welcome at Hillcrest” and
what we are doing to make our community a better
place. Last year, Ray Welles had a special entry.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday, Tuesday, Thursday & Friday
9 a.m.-12 noon;
1 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
(Closed for lunch 12-1 p.m.)
Church Office Phone (925) 689-8260

Website: www.hillcrestucc.org

The parade route is less than 2 miles, has thousands
of people and is charged up like a rock concert. To
quote Uncle Sam, I “want you” and, especially if
you have a sports car or historic car or other vehicle
of interest, I’d love to have that in the parade as
well. Please let me, Rev. Fred,
(revfred.hillcrest@att.net) or the church office (6898260) know of your interest and if you have a vehicle for the parade (that’s a must; we need to register
vehicles ahead of time).

Food Room Hours:
Mon., Wed., Fri. 9 - 11:45 a.m.
3rd Saturday of the month, 9 –11:45 a.m.
(925) 686-3663
No appointment needed. I.D. required.

There will be an email to all who let us know, about
where to meet and what time.

Jim Flagstead’s Hours:
Financial Secretary
Mon. & Thurs. 9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.

Keep this date open—Tuesday, July 4 in the morning, mark your calendars, and let us know of your
availability. You will have a great time and show
how Hillcrest, for over 60 years, is very much part of
this community

Clothing Room Hours:
Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9 - 11:45 a.m.
3rd Saturday of the month, 9 –11:45 a.m.
(no appointment needed)

We Have a New Phone System
Extensions are as follows
1001 Main Office
1002 Office Manager
1003 Senior Pastor
1004 Jim Flagstead
1005 Kitchen
1006 Narthex

Hillcrest Congregational Church NEWS
United Church of Christ
404 Gregory Lane
Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
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RETURN SERVICE REQUESTED
MAILED:
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Hillcrest Book Group
Next Book Group
JULY

There will be no meeting of the Book Group this month.
The selection for July is "THE VIRGINIAN' by Owen Wister. It stands not only as
the first great novel of American Western literature but as a testament to the
struggle between good and evil in humanity.
All church members are invited to join us the 2nd Sunday following worship service in Room 16 for our always interesting and informative discussions.
JULY 14 "THE VIRGINIAN" by Owen Wister

June 2019

Hillcrest Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
404 Gregory Lane Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone: 925-689-8260
Website: www.hillcrestucc.org
Senior Minister:
Rev. Dr. Fred Weidmann
Pastoral Associate:
David Kuechle
Accompanist & Choir Dir. : Joshua Feltman
Children & Youth Ministries:
Mya Terry
Nursery Coordinator:
Shelby Pickett
————————————————–
Worship Service schedule
10:30—Worship begins
9:30 a.m. Education Hour
Beginning 6/19 Summer worship will
begim at 10 a.m. Church School will also
be at 10:00 a.m.
Deadline for the next NEWS is Sunday,
June 16th, 2019
Please e-mail all articles to:
hillcrestucc@att.net or put them in the news
folder in the “News” office box — include
the source of the article and your phone
number.

