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FOR JUST SUCH A TIME AS THIS
This wonderful line from the book of Esther, “For just such a time as this,” has been very much on my heart and
mind lately as we together live out our calling.
The line is timely for several reasons—not only do we live in trying times that challenge all of us who would follow our God of love and life and justice, we are also approaching the time when our Jewish sisters and brothers
(and some Christians) make a point of honoring Esther—the Feast of Purim is celebrated on March 9 and 10 this
year.
In the Book of Esther it is the elderly and wise Mordecai who delivers these words to Esther. Esther—strong and
devout in her faith and in her sense of self—is nonetheless rightfully scared and reticent to act on her faith and
sense of justice. What will happen to her? What will happen to the cause(s) she champions? All could backfire.
She’s no fool—she has well assessed that she, and all that she cares for, are at risk. And that’s precisely the point,
says Mordecai; perhaps you were made, perhaps you were put here, “for just such a time as this” (Esther 4:14).
That line sings in my heart, regarding us. Hillcrest, I know I’ve heard from some of you and from a few others
associated with Hillcrest back in the day that our golden days have passed. I’m not so sure. I believe—indeed I
know it—that Hillcrest was made for just such a time as this. For just such a time as this when people, whole
groups, and to some degree our whole nation act from a posture of fear, of suspicion, and even hatred. For just
such a time as this when people, whole groups, and to some degree our whole nation is turning inward, shutting
off from the outside world and from others who don’t look like us. For just such a time as this when political leaders in the highest office and when some popular religious leaders are talking and acting with hatred and insult.
We don’t do that! We don’t talk like that and we don’t act that way! We don’t believe that way! We are strong in
our message of welcome. We are strong in our acts of caring. We are strong in celebrating and proclaiming the
good news, the actual Good News (!), that Jesus reaches out to and calls all of us, together, to be children of God.
As I write we are preparing for our Transfiguration Sunday worship service. Sisters and brothers, we are transfigured every day and every week by our God of love. We are transfigured for just such a time as this. To quote from
one of the lessons for Transfiguration Sunday: “…we have the prophetic message more fully confirmed….a lamp
shining in a dark place.” (2 Peter 1:19).
So let us follow that light. So let us be light in and for our word! For just such a time as this.
Blessings,

Rev. Fred
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Emeritus Presentation and Reception
Sunday February 9th, 2020

ReveRend dR. William G. “Skip” Holliday
& Reverend Dr. Ray L. Welles
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THANK YOU notes from our Emeritus Pastors
for the February 9 celebration here at Hillcrest:

I am writing to thank you, the Church Council, and the congregation of
Hillcrest for the wonderful honor you bestowed on me this past Sunday.
I feel that it was a privilege to serve as Senior Minister for 14 years. I
also want to thank all those who went through the trouble of making and
serving all those “goodies” at the reception.
This is an event I will cherish for a very long time.
With gratitude, Skip

Yesterday was a Blessing! I’ll never forget it…..
Ray

SAVE THE DATE!

Spaghetti/Pasta Feed & Raffle
March 14th, 2020
5:30 p.m. social hour 6:00 pm. Dinner
Fellowship Hall $20/person Kids Eat Free!
A family friendly dinner and raffle is planned for March 14th.
Please plan to come and bring your friends and family. Kids
(up to age 15) will eat free.
Contact Carolyn MacKenzie (925-876-9375) or
cmack3140@gmail.com to volunteer to help or for raffle donations.
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Sun

Mon

Tue

1

2

3

9:30 a.m. Adult Ed
10:30 am Worship
Service
11:45 Fellowship

8:00 am-5:00 pm
AARP Tax Aid –FH

VOTE 7am-9pm
FH

4:00 pm Korean
Church

Wed
4

Thu
5

Fri
6

9

10

9:30 a.m. Adult Ed
10:30 am Worship
Service
11:45 Fellowship

8:00 am-5:00 pm
AARP Tax Aid –FH

9 am Healing
Touch

9:00 am Healing
Touch (ME)

11

12

13

15

16

9:30 a.m. Adult Ed
10:30 am Worship
Service
11:45 Fellowship
Book Club n(16)

8:00 am-5:00 pm
AARP Tax Aid –FH

17

18

19

20

21

8:30-4

9:00 am Healing
Touch (ME)
9-11:45 Food &
Clothing Room
Open

4:00 pm Korean
Church

1:00 Memorial and
reception

22

23

24

9:30 a.m. Adult Ed
10:30 am Worship
Service
11:45 Fellowship

8:00 am-5:00 pm
AARP Tax Aid –FH

9 am Healing
Touch

30

31

25

26

4:00 pm Korean
Church

4:00 pm Korean
Church

14
5:30 pm
Spaghetti/
Pasta Feed and
Raffle

7pm Council
Meeting

4:00 pm Korean
Church

9:30 a.m. Adult Ed
10:30 am Worship
Service
11:45 Fellowship

7

7pm Trustees
Meeting

8

29

Sat

2020

27

28

IN THE HILLCREST SPOTLIGHT
CONCERNS
Carol Albright
Ryan Anderson
Web Beadle
Lynne Beller
Mitsuka Bude
Bob Cameron
Debra Cass
Kylie Chen
Cara Clark
Joy Davis
Nancy Hammill
Eldon Harwood
Grant Hawkes
Scarlett Henley
Vicki Hernandez
Soonhee Kim
Charley Lamb
Frank Laemmlen
Alix Sahlin
Dana Sparks
Jeanne Walker
Dennis Sasaki
Ian Ewing
Family of Linda Rondeau
(friend of Kathy Colbath)
Flor Cruz
Bob Wooldridge
Pat Curran
Ann Dillard (Friend of Bob
Sartin)

We remember friends and
members in residential and
continual care:
Betty MacKenzie
Mary Rinehart
**Please help us keep these
lists updated. If you do not see
a name you expected to see,
or an event that you would
like us to post, let us know.
please contact us at the
Church office.

Book Club
This novel "The Book Woman of Troublesome Creek" by Kim
Michele Richardson is inspired by the true blue-skinned people of
Kentucky and the brave and dedicated Kentucky Pack Horse Library
service of the 1930's. This is a story of raw courage, fierce strength
and one woman's belief that books can carry us anywhere-and back
home again.
The Pack Horse Library Project was established in 1935 by President
Roosevelt's Work Progress Administration in an effort to bring jobs to
women and bring books and reading materials to the poor and isolated
areas of Appalachia where there were few schools and inaccessible
roads.
Church members are invited to join us the THIRD Sunday, March 15,
in Room 16 after the worship service for our always interesting and
informative discussion.
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Christian ED
Ah Lent. Spring is here and it means that the Lenten season is upon us. A few weeks ago, one of my
Sunday school kids confessed to me that Lent was their least favorite season. I don't blame them. Lent
is a more somber time, more introspective. We talk about death, suffering, and dust and ashes. It clashes a bit with the way we usually talk about God and Christ. Isn't Christianity supposed to be a celebration?
However, Lent has always been my favorite season for precisely that reason. It's good to step back
sometimes, to take things a bit slower. When I was in middle school, the age many of my Sunday
school kids are now, I would get really into the Lenten season, always making a point of taking on a
Lentin discipline, giving something up or doing some spiritual practice. Sometimes I would even keep
it up for more than the first week!
This year, Lent is going to be particularly meaningful for me. It has been a transformative year for me.
Between my coming out, and the challenges that have come with that, and my wife's surgeries, you
could say that I am going through a Lenten season in my life. Just as Lent promises Easter and the Resurrection at the end, all of the challenges in my family's life hold the promise of a better tomorrow once
we get through the hard times.
This year in Sunday school, I hope to share that wisdom with my kids... especially the ones who don't
like Lent. Lent isn't a negative time, it's not a sad season. Our Sunday school program will be taking on
a Lenten discipline, we will be discussing Christ's crucifixion and death, but if I do my job right, we
will never lose sight of how the story ends.

CHURCH OFFICE HOURS
Monday — Friday
9 a.m.-12 noon;
1 p.m.-2:00 p.m.
(Closed for lunch 12-1 p.m.)
Church Office Phone (925) 689-8260

Website: www.hillcrestucc.org

.

Food Room Hours:
Mon., Wed., Fri. 9 - 11:45 a.m.
3rd Saturday of the month, 9 –11:45 a.m.
(925) 686-3663
No appointment needed. I.D. required.
Clothing Room Hours:
Mon., Wed. & Fri. 9 - 11:45 a.m.
3rd Saturday of the month, 9 –11:45 a.m.
(no appointment needed)
Jim Flagstead’s Hours:
Financial Secretary
Mon. & Thurs. 9:30 a.m. -12:30 p.m.
We Have a New Phone System
Extensions are as follows
1001 Main Office
1002 Office Manager
1003 Senior Pastor
1004 Jim Flagstead
1005 Kitchen
1006 Narthex
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Hillcrest Congregational Church
United Church of Christ
404 Gregory Lane Pleasant Hill, CA 94523
Phone: 925-689-8260
Website: www.hillcrestucc.org
Senior Minister:
Rev. Dr. Fred Weidmann
Pastoral Associate:
Allison Kuechle
Accompanist & Choir Dir. : Joshua Feltman
Children & Youth Ministries:
Mya Terry
Nursery Coordinator:
Shelby Pickett
————————————————–
Worship Service schedule
10:30 Worship Schedule
9:30 a.m. Education Hour
Deadline for the next NEWS is Friday
February 24th, 2020
Please e-mail all articles to:
hillcrestucc@att.net or put them in the news
folder in the “News” office box — include
the source of the article and your phone
number.

